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Education in the 20th Century
 In the beginning of the 20th century education was a 

lot different than it was today. Children didn’t have to 

go to school or they could leave whenever they 

wanted. In 1900 children sometimes left school at the 

age of 12. In 1918 the minimum school leaving age 

was raised to 14. It wasn’t until 1972 the that age was 

raised to 16. Education definitely wasn’t held to the 

same standard as it today.

 Education vastly improved during the 20th century. 

The progressive education movement expanded the 

idea of whom schooling should be for and how it 

could occur. It moved education thoroughly away 

from the “one size fits all” approach of one-room 

schools from the days of the early settlers, and 

brought it closer to the diversified, increasingly 

individualized schooling of today.





Examples of 20th Century Classrooms



Education in the 21st Century
 Our world is changing, and in order to prepare our children for 

this new world we need to change the way we educate them. 

In the 21st century educators must create a curriculum that will 

help students connect with the world and understand the 

issues that our world faces.

 Schools in the 21st century will become a place for teachers 

and students to connect with those around them and their 

community. Teachers in this new environment will become less 

instructors and more orchestrators of information, giving 

children the ability to turn knowledge into wisdom.

 In order to educate in the 21st century, teachers and 

administrators need to cultivate and maintain the student's 

interest in the material by showing how this knowledge applies 

in the real world. They must also try to increase their student's 

curiosity, which will help them become lifelong learners. Next 

they should be flexible with how they teach and give learners 

the resources to continue learning outside of school.





Examples of 21st Century Classrooms
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